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CD-327A 
Performance Series Tube CD Player 

 

MSRP:  
USD $949.00 

 

 
 

A clean and classic design available in Black or Silver that will visually and sonically match 
any system. Competes with CD Players costing multitudes more, and often wins hands 
down in listening tests. 

 

 
 

The first thing you notice when listening to the CD-327A is the exceptional detail. Every 
note is faithfully reproduced. Even complex music has room to breath, allowing 
you to separate and focus on the finer details of each instrument. 

The CD-327A is based on over 15 years of hi-end manufacturing experience, including a 
designer whose dream is to create a CD Player that can reproduce the fine details of 
Vinyl - the CD-327A comes very close. Quality and pricing that make the CD-327A one 
of the best buys in hi-fidelity for accurate music reproduction. 

 

At critical points, MCAP, Solen and ELNA components are 
used, which is unheard of in this price range. 

"I can honestly say that this CD player is the best I 
have heard anywhere near this price point and should 

satisfy the most discriminating listener" 

 (Todd Arthur – Affordable Audio) 
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The CD-327a uses a SONY 213Q pickup 
with a PhillipsSAA7824 servo. 
Amplification is provided by the Burr 
Brown OPA2604, known for its smooth 
sound and wide frequency response. 

The custom hand wound transformer 
ensures a quiet and clean power supply to 
both analog and digital circuits. 

 

The CD-327a has a coax digital output for 
direct output connection to the custom DAC 
and one set of RCA (tube) outputs. 

 

 

Easily swappable tubes from the clear top tube cover allow 
you to further tailor or adjust the sound of your CD-327A. 

 Inexpensive and readily available 12AX7 tubes can 
give drastically different flavours to your sound.  

Many tube audiophiles even go as far as having different 
sets for different styles of music. We call that a ‘tube spice 
rack’. 

 

 

The custom programmed 24-bit/192kHz DAC is a treat to hear, 
designed to perform like vinyl, even the tiniest detail is faithfully 
reproduced. All the dynamics are presented perfectly. Sound-staging 
is realistic. 

You can easily tell what tip is used on the drum stick with the 
CD327A!. 

 

 



 

Phone: (403)251‐0466
Toll Free: 1‐888‐477‐5379

Email: sales@grantfidelity.com
www.grantfidelity.com

   
‘Now You Can Afford Hi‐Fidelity Audio’

 

www.grantfidelity.com  Page 3 

 

Selectable/defeating up-sampling is another amazing feature of the CD-
327A which gives you 3 different sounding tube CD Players in one 
machine with the push of a button. And that is even before you can 
further tailor the sound you want by rolling in different tubes. Old CD’s 
sound like you haven’t heard them before, by selecting 44 or 88k and 
letting the tubes perform their magic. 

A full featured weighted brushed aluminium remote control provides all the 
functions to program and set your CD-327A.  

 

Custom designed anti-vibration, adjustable 
levelling feet to eliminate externally caused 
jitter. The synchronized Drive to DAC clock 
rate eliminates internal jitter.  

 

 

At 22 lbs. you know you have entered in to the world of high class audio with the CD-327A. 
Everything about it is just right. 

Specifications 

• Class A Tube Circuits 
• Custom 24 bit/192khz DAC 
• Custom hand wound power transformer 
• Selectable 44.1, 88.2, 176.4 kHz Up-sampling 
• Adjustable Vibration Isolation Feet 
• Tubes: Shuguang 12AX7 x 2. Quick Swap See-Thru Tube Cover 
• Full featured Aluminum remote control 
• Brushed aluminum faceplate (Black or Silver)  
• Frequency Response: 20Hz-20KHz (+-0.5dB) 
• Dynamics: > 100 DB 
• THD: < 0.005% 
• PHILIPS SAA7824 servo system SONY laser pick up 
• Compatible Discs: CD, HDCD, CD-R, CD-RW 
• Dimensions: 430 x 330 x 95 (mm) Weight: 11 KG 
• Available with Silver or Black faceplate 

 





covery Essence Interconnects.  The connection between my preamp and amp was accomplished via a 1 meter pair 
of Discovery Plus Four Interconnects, while the speaker cable I used was Discovery Essential Speaker Cable. For this 
evaluation I decided to use my Paradigm S2 Monitors secured with DAP Fun Tak, to the top of 24 inch high, lead and 
sand filled Target speaker stands. The speakers are situated 38 inches from the back wall, 8 feet apart and toed in 
on axis to the listening position which puts my ears 8 feet back from the front plane of the speakers. 

What became apparent immediately was how good the Grant Fidelity CD-327A really is.  I played “The Look of 
Love” by Diana Krall in its entirety on both CD players and was really impressed with how musical the CD-327A 
sounded.  It gave up some dynamic energy and bass heft when compared the Primare but it sounded quite smooth 
and warm.  It in no way had the hard, bright sound that is often present in CD players under the $1000.00 mark. 
What really impressed me was how close the two players were in performance. The Grant Fidelity did an excellent 
job of fleshing out the details, the brush strokes on the snare drum, the breathy sound of Krall’s voice were all 
placed within a wide and deep soundstage. Yes the Primare sounded richer providing a more dynamic and lively 
sound but it should, it cost 3 times the price of the Grant Fidelity CD-327A.   

I put the Norah Jones CD Come Away With Me in the CD-327A and played track number 1 “I Don’t Know Why”.  The 
CD-327A did a remarkable job of articulating the fine details of Jone’s voice and her performance on the piano.  
The bass, guitar and drums were presented in a smooth coherent manner that is usually not found at this price 
point.  I noticed that in particular the acoustic guitar was rendered in a most realistic manner.  When I played the 
“Painter Song” track number 10 from the same disc, the guitarist seemed to be sitting right in front of me.  The 
combination of this fine recording and the Grant Fidelity CD-327A was an intoxicating combination.  In contrast the 
Primare CD 30.2 provided a bigger, bolder sonic picture and was perhaps a bit more detailed.  

The dynamic contrast between the two CD players was most evident while playing rock music.  When I played 
“Texas Flood” the title track on the Texas Flood CD by Stevie Ray Vaughan and Double Trouble, the bass and percus-
sive impact was superior while playing the Primare CD 30.2.  You could “feel” the notes as Vaughan squeezed every 
drop of sound from his guitar.  The Grant Fidelity CD-327A in contrast reproduced every note, drum beat and bass 
line in an accurate fashion but with a little less visceral impact.  

Conclusion 
During my time listening to the CD-327A, I never felt as though I was making compromises, which is a rare thing in 
audio.  What it lacks compared to the more expensive gear is some dynamic impact and the large deep soundstage.  
Beautifully crafted audio gear that is this detailed and smooth sounding used to be extremely expensive.  Ian Grant 
has lowered the price of admission bringing the Grant Audio CD-327A to a price point that we can all afford.  I can 
honestly say that this CD player is the best I have heard anywhere near this price point and should satisfy the most 
discriminating listener.  If you are looking for a CD player anywhere near this price point the Grant Fidelity CD-327A 
should be on your short list to audition. Well done Ian!

Associated Components 
Audio Research SP16 Preamplifier
Conrad Johnson MV-60SE
Trends Audio TA 10.1
S.E.T. Baby Sophia Tube Amp
Primare D30.2 CD Player
Oppo DV970HD Universal Player
VPI HW19 MKIV Turntable
Rega RB 600 Tonearm
Benz Ruby 2 MC Phono Cartridge
Paradigm S2 Signiture Monitors
Usher S-520 Monitors
Triangle Stella Monitors
Discovery Essence Interconnects 
Discovery Plus Four Interconnects
Discovery Essential Speaker Cables
Eichmann Express Six Interconnects
Zebra ZC SP12SD Speaker Cables
Zebra ZC SP14DBI Speaker Cable
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